STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA SCA EFiled: May 19 2026

04:04PM EDT
On May 19, 2026, the Supreme Court of Appeals of West Virgimamadeiendprestdsss

following order:

RE: PROVISIONAL ADOPTION OF, AND REQUEST FOR PUBLIC COMMENT
ON, AMENDMENTS TO BYLAW 3 OF THE WEST VIRGINIA STATE BAR
BYLAWS, No. 26-215

On April 20, 2026, Kevin Baker, Executive Director of the West Virginia State Bar,
submitted to the Court proposed amendments to Bylaw 3 of the West Virginia State Bar Bylaws
regarding annual fees. Executive Director Baker also submitted a letter to the Court stating that
the proposed amendments to Bylaw 3 were ai)proved at the West Virginia State Bar Annual
Meeting under Bylaw 11.01 (regarding amendments at annual meeting) and a request for expedited
consideration and provisional adoption of the amendments.

Upon consideration and review, the Court is of the opinion to and does provisionally adopt
the proposed amendments to Bylaw 3 of the West Virginia State Bar Bylaws, as set forth below,
effective immediately.

The Court further orders a period of public comment of thirty days prior to final
consideration of the amendments. Public comments may be filed in writing with the Clerk of this
Court on or before June 18, 2026.

By separate order entered on this date, the Court approved a Schedule of Fees under Bylaw
3.01 of the West Virginia State Bylaws that was previously approved by the West Virginia State
Bar Board of Governors. The Clerk is directed to attach the approved Schedule of Fees to this
order.

The amendments to Bylaw 3, as provisionally adopted, and the approved Schedule of Fees

are as follows (deletions indicated by strike-through; additions by underlining):




West Virginia State Bar Bylaws
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Article 3 Fees

Bylaw 3.01 Authority to set annual membership fees

The schedule of annual membership fees must be approved by no fewer than two thirds of the
Board and shall be approved by the Supreme Court of Appeals, and take effect upon the approval
by the Supreme Court of Appeals.
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Bylaw-3.03-Payment of annual membership fee

a. Obligation to pay annual membership fee. Each member shall pay the applicable annual
membership fee to the State Bar on or before the first day of July each year for the ensuing fiscal
year. Failure to pay on time will result in late fees and subject the member to possible suspension
as set forth in State Bar Administrative Rule 3.03.

b. Exemptions from annual payment.

1. Judicial members, inactive members who are seventy sixty-five or more years of age, and
emeritus pro bono members;—and-Members—ofthe—Armed-Eorces are exempt from annual
membership payments but may voluntarily pay membership fees. A-member-of-the-armed-forces

2. Any active member who is first admitted to practice law between May first and July first
is exempt from paying an active membership fee for the fiscal year in which the admission takes
place, but must complete the registration process set forth in Bylaw 2.02 before engaging in the
Practice of Law.

3. A member who is suspended during the entire fiscal year as a result of disciplinary
proceedings is not required to pay the annual membership fee for that year. Upon the expiration of
any suspension resulting from disciplinary proceedings, a member is required to pay full
membership fees for the current fiscal year before reinstatement.

¢. Refunds prohibited. No part of any annual membership fee shall be refunded by reason of death,

resignation, entering office as a Judge of a Court of Record, removal from the State, suspension,
disbarment, or for any other reason.

Bylaw 3.03 Military Fee Waiver

Military Fee Waiver. A member of the armed forces may request a waiver of membership fees for
the upcoming fiscal year by submitting a copy of their active duty orders along with the written
request for a waiver. A member of the armed forces who has paid membership fees for the current
fiscal year, but who is not called to active duty until on or after September 1 during the current
fiscal year may request a waiver of membership fees for the subsequent fiscal vear. The member
must request the waiver between July 1and September 1 of the subsequent fiscal year by submitting
a copy of the prior active duty orders along with the written request. Approval of a waiver of




Members hip fees does not exempt the member from the annual financial responsibility disclosure,
IOLTA, succession planning, and/or continuing legal education reporting requirements.

Bylaw 3.04 Authority to set other fees

The fees for administrative items such as late payments, penalties, legal entity registration,
applications for mandatory continuing legal education accreditation, and requests for continuing
legal education credit hours must be approved by no fewer than two-thirds of the Board and shall
be approved by the Supreme Court of Appeals of West Virginia and take effect upon such approval.
Transaction processing fees or convenience fees may be applied to any credit card, debit card, or
other similar payment/transaction method. Fees may also be applied to any check returned for
insufficient funds. An approved schedule of fees must be posted to the State Bar website and
distributed electronically to all members in good standing on an annual basis.
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WVSB Schedule of Fees

Annual Membership Fee Schedule

The West Virginia State Bar’'s Board of Governors has approved the following
membership fee structure and has filed the same with the Supreme Court of Appeals for
its consideration:

Description Price

Active Membership Less Than 1 Fiscal Year $175.00
Active Membership 1-3 Fiscal Years $325.00
Active Membership Over 3 Fiscal Years & Reciprocity $450.00
Active Not Practicing $450.00
Inactive Membership $100.00

Schedule of Administrative Fees

No changes are proposed to the Schedule of Administrative Fees below.

Description Price

Late Payment Penaity for Active Members & Active Not Practicing $200.00

Reinstatement for Active & Active Not Practicing Suspended Members $200.00

Reinstatement for Inactive Suspended Members $100.00
IOLTA Late Reporting Penalty $200.00
Relnstatement for IOLTA Suspended Members $200.00
Financial Responsibility Disclosure {(FRD) Late Reporting Penalty $200.00
Reinstatement for FRD Suspended Members $200.00
Legal Corporation Application $50.00

Legat Corporation Annual Renewal $50.00



LLC and PLLC Application $100.00

LLC and PLLC Annual Renewal $100.00
LC, LLC and PLLC Amendment $25.00
Certificate of Good Standing $25.00
Pro Hac Vice Individual Case Admission $350.00
Pro Hac Vice Annual Fee (Per Attorney) $350.00
MCLE Individual Course Approval for Attorneys $20.00
MCLE Sponsor Course Application $50.00

MCLE Sponsor Course Application - If Submitted Less Than 30 Days

Prior to Event $160.00
MCLE Presumptive Provider Annual Fee $500.00
MCLE Late Reporting Penalty $200.00
Reinstatement Penalty for MCLE Suspended Members $200.00
MCLE Bridge the Gap Late Reporting Penalty $200.00
Mediator Listing: 5 County Listing $50.00

Mediator Listing: 10 County Listing $100.00

A convenience fee of $5.00 will be applied to any credit card, debit card, or other
similar applicable payment method as an alternative to payment by check.
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