
ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER

SUPREME COURT OF APPEALS OF WEST VIRGINIA

RE: JUDICIAL HOLIDAY DECLARED

WHEREAS, the Govemor of the State of west Virginia has proclaimed "Juneteenth" as a

full-day state legal holiday for public employees, to be observed this year on Wednesday, June

19,2024.

WHEREAS, Article Vlll $3, of the constitution of the state of west virginia provides

that the chiefjustice shall be the administrative head ofall the courts;

It is, therefore, oRDERED "Juneteenth" shall be ajudicial holiday forjudicial offices

operating within the West Virginia Judicial System to be observed this year on Wednesday, June

1g,2024. This Order applies to al'ljudicial offices and judicial employees operating under the

authority, supervision, or control of the Supreme Court of Appeals of West Virginia.

It is further ORDERED that the chief circuit judge of each circuit shall notifo the

magistrates and magistrate clerk's offices of this day and shall make an appropriate directive to

provide the availability of magistrate court services on this date. Such directives may include,

but are not limited to, provisions for filing with magistrate court clerks, directing a particular

magistrate or magistrates to be on duty or on call, or such other local provision as will ensure

access to the magistrate court.

The Administrative OfIice is hereby directed to distribute copies of this Administrative

Order by appropriate means to all circuit judges, family court judges, and magistrates.

ENTERED: JUNE I l,2024

TIM ARMSTEAD
ChiefJustice

C. CA FORBES

C
Clerk of Court



STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT

At Charleston

A PROCLAMATION

By the Governor

WHEREAS, Juqcte€nth, also known as Frcedom Day or EmaDciPation Day, is c€l€hrated

each yeer on June I 9 in the United States to commemorate the end of slavery; and

WHEREAS, PrBident Abrabam Lincoln issued thc Em8ncipation Proclamation on N€w

Year's Day h 1863, which ordered the fieeing of all slaves in st&tes that were rebelling against

Union forccs; and

WEEREAS, the Emmcipation ProolEmation had little cfect in Texas, wh€re there w€I€

few Union toops to enforce the order; and

WEEREAS, lhe m€ssage of Aeedom finally r€ached African Amsricans in Texas otr June

19, 1865, whelr Union General Gordon Granger, backed by nearly 2,000 hoops, arived in the city

ofGalvesto4 and made the annotmcement; and

WHEREAS, West Virgiuia recognizes Junetocnth as ttre oldest known celebralion

commemoraling the end of slavery; and

WUEREAS, on June 17, 2021, Pr€sid€ot Bide! sigtrcd the Junete€nth Nstioml

Indepesdenc€ Day Ac! whicb established Juneteenth as an offcial federal holiday; and

\ryEEREAS, West Vtginia Code $ 2-2-l and West Virginia Codc of Statc Regulatiom

g 143-l-14 vcsts the Governor with thc authority to proclaim and &€at additioaal days as official

holidays or days ofspecial observanc-e, or days for the geoeral cessatioo ofbusiness; and

WEEREAS, in acknowlcdgemcnt ofthe historical significance of Juetesnth, and the fact

it is recognized as En official fcderal hotiday, it is fitting and proper that the public eoployees of

this Statc be pcrmitted to gercrslly cease business on Wednesday, June 19, 2024, to spefld an

extcnded and cnjoyable holiday with their loved ones.



NOW, TUDREFORE, f, flM WSTICE, pursuant to the foroSoing and by virtue of the

authority vested in me as the Govcmor of thc Stale of west Virginia. do hereby PRoCLAM and

ORDER that Wedn6day, Junc 19, 2024, shall b€ felted 8s ifit w€re 8n official holiday, 8rd the

public ernployees ofthis State m8y be excusod from thet wo* duties on that &y without charge

against accrued annual leavc; and do furthet

PROCLATM that this ORDER shall not affoct private businesses, loc8l govemnent!, and

other entities and individuals oot employed by the State of Wcst virginiq ror shall it 8ff€ct the

wort r€quircrncnts of those public onployees who may bc called upotr to safeguard the health'

safety, and welfare of Wcst Virginia's citizenry and crmpe$atcd in accordance with the

legislative rules estsblishod by the West Virginia Division of Penomel; howevcr, in actordance

with Wcsr Virginia Cod€ $ 2-2-1(c), county commissions msy teat Wcdn6day, June 19, 2024, as

ifit wcre a legal holiday, and the couds may do the same,

lsisnature Pos. Fo o$'s)



IN WTINESS WImREOF, I have h€rsunto set my hand 8nd csused thc Greal Seal ofthe

Statc of West Virginia to be affixed.

DONE at the Cryiiol in the city of

Chqlcstoq Stst€ of West Virginis, this

Seveoth DEy ofJune, in thc Ycar ofou t rd,

T\yo Thousand Tw€nty-Fou(, and in th€ Otre

HundrEd Sixty-First Year of th€ Statp.

OR

By the Governor

7ft-h6"r,--
SECRETARY OF STATE
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