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October 8, 20 I~ 

ll::-; JIC A<lvii;(ii) ' Opinion 2013-13. 

Dear Jutlg.:: 

't' (f.1:" n>:JU~,"t 1(n i•n advisory opm ,o ;; \\·:-t ,; rcvi~weC by Lhc Ju:lici,il 1:tvestisutiou 
Cvmmis.sion. Y\°iu plan on re1iT):ug towud the: end i>r .fo::iuary 2(H4. You im:i..:<Hcd that :,ou 
~uh:niucd ;~ h~ucr ot' imem to the (iovcmcr 01: (11· almul Scpten,b~r 13. 2013. v~)u have dccidet! 
,wt to s-~n'! ;;s a ;")l:nfor Status Judge.. You :-il$1)- do not pJ(l.n lO participate i.n mtdia1ion c,r any 
c-tb-;c legal ftu1<.:Li<1n. Y1n1 p~tin :o fully 1"0ti11: and hH\·i;; yo:u ~aw licen!,.r; ::!a:uificd ~;s. inac:iqo, 

Y-.i:1 w,m: to kr.ov; ff it w<.1U)d b,; p,::.ro':i;;.:,it:h: li1r (be Cm.udy Bar l'.\.1:>SL' ~iatio11 (j) 

hcmur }·mi hy rni~)ng funds tor Leg.uJ Ait! .. n~ v.:eSl Virgini!1 ir.~t;ad of soliciti :1;.'. mon\.~Y for a": 

ba:1::j(tel 1;r ret.:cJ~lic.n. According to )'\)~I, the: e f(brl wo:ild be hel:l p:l'>L-n:lin;mcn:. You w,,ulci 
,~ol ktjC-\V who C\'Jnaihul..:cl iud you wculd uot u tk:np l. w stiggcst \)!' ctnlmt hm:i: lh.~ 1)1\)C.-!~ds, if 
;w,::, would be disu ibuted. 

To a:J:ln:~,; (he qu~stioJ:t wlii.:h y(1u h11\'\~ raisc:I. the Cmrmi,;:,..ion h.:◄ i; rev:ew~..:i C:◄no:-i 
-IC(2) nnC: C~:1on 40{S}(a) of tb~ Cede or Judi..:i11l Cond1.1ct. Can<m 4C(2) slfite,.;: 

A j'x:gc may :,en•c a.-.: ,J. mt":ml,.,_~l': officer. <,r ili:occhtr of an 01·g,anizatio:1 or 
g•J\'\~nu11rJ1tr.: !'!gen~;- devoted 10 <be :mp~ovcm~m <1r tb: l:n 'l, 1hc lcgaJ system, ur 
the ~:lministrntfrin o:' .~LISli..:c .• ~ jmltc 11:ny assist ~ud1 ;:n. orv :lliz1uion itl (3iN:ng 
ii.tnlii md ml'I;' µ,•rlk:i~ue. in ::'leir n.u:n~g~mcnt and i11'.'e,;t rm:n1 .• bm sh<:mld not 
pe1~1m1.ll}· p.:ir1icipl'lt\~ in publ:c fitlC.-m:,,int. ~m1i•1i1ics. /\.ju,:tge mt.y 



  

 
C:~!Ob O.- Ii'.. -z:m 
J':w; i 

mak-: 1\~CL)m111~mla~iL\C~ lo ?ltbli~ a.ml priv,11~ fund-.g:·a'l.~iug agencies un pNjcct<; 
imd i;mgrn.m;; 1.:om:~:ming tbc law, 1h:: lc;g;tl systeo:. and lhl.! a~utinistrotion of 
justfoc. 

C.a11<"111 4(f>)(5)(:.) slates: 

A jt:dge shalJ not accq,:,t> 01 tl111)wini ly pc:,~·•il :-luff, com, officials an,~ oihers 
su~jcCi tv l.clleJ _;Lt.igc's dl(~~ction nr.d C<.m!roJ to ~.cccpl, an.d ::h•::mld tlr~e · memb('.rs 
1.1r lh<.· judg¢'li family rt::-:iding i.J.1 the j.u.lgc'~ ho1.1sehcld, not to ac..:..:pl .u brilt 
heq1;t:sl, fovor or k,,:1.11 !'mm illl)'Onc exccpl for a ~ ft in~itlc;:L kl ~1 pubEc 
testimoniul .. 

Bas-Cd upL)rt th~ for,;,:gving, tile C{111m1i!-si-:x, finds the ven.Lur~ 1x rmi;;sibh: in you; ca,;~ n,; 
ltm,g tis the pla:min.c;, ;,;,)1icit1!l ii.!n nud cc,llcction ,,f ~lomtions nc~u.- ~lfk'l· yt>~ have refai::d bcci,u::~ 
thi.'lt you m~ no lcn~er ::uhj:::d h> the Code 1)f Judit:i;il Condu~t. 

Jt i~ l::~ptd lluic crus c,pioion folly itrld1\?.sses the :1$:;u~s \Vhicb y(,u lmvr. rnl$cd. If th~rr. is 
ruty fi.1rt!1e.r (fl1.e.,;tim1 r-::gnrfing th.is mal~r dt, r..ot hesitate t1) c,mta~I lb.o Comm:ssicu. 

REW.'lr.'. 

;:;;~llf{_· ---
Runal.d E. V/ilson, Chairp.-:r5on 
Judi.:ial (nvcstigt:don c:,,rnmi:;siou 


