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ne: JICAdvi!<.orv Opinion 2013-1:. 

Your r~qu~:,t for an -1c·.-1$:>r',' op1·1iQ'l was rc,•ie:·.vcd tr)· the Judi:ial ! •r1;P.stieaf.cn 
Commission, You ware l'ecently appointi::d t:: the bench and vo•.1 w;mt to kn:'A' if it is 
perrnissio!e for you to rcto1:1 .i i~j% 111embershlp '•r.t~res.t in a lot.:il rc·al (•Slal& c:nmp~r.y. The 
ul:,.::: to•,n partners are non-la,--.·•,~n•. Th~ comi;an~• O•Nr1s ,me as.s~t, o homl! wilk:1 'Ni'S 
co:,s:ruct~d •.,mhin f.,P. Cit)' -=~ I he home wc.s bLJilL ~~v~r.:il '/F.ars azo m<l has •tet tc l:~ 
sold, There i.~ a mort~(l~e ancf ~-our porlucrs ;ind ','0.1 are p&rscn;,,;I gL;mmtors. ThE! r:o"'Opanv 
·:1:1!. ren,~c ~he ho•m! for th!:! pa!:t couple of 'fl'!ilr:.. hetal,s~ you ha\•~ bl:!1m una'ole to sell it, and 
thl'! mo.,thly YOO'te;aga PiilYrnl:!nts (Ire mndo f:"-!lt! the ~e:1ta· foes. Th~ C:ornpan',' h;io; no 
~·11pl<Jy~es anC:: ','OU do r.ot ~·an :"141',' new btf.ldin& ,..cnlumli. ln~eed, -:l1e gen Is tu i-i·.,.~ntu~llv ~ell 
lhc hn, ... c~, r111y off the deb: md dls~~l•;e thf' co'llpa1\'. Yo., :.ti1l~d th"~ your pr1rt11~rs .ire hnt 
persons 111<~1••• •.o ~n~r r:nme before y~c and :h(!': yr.u hnv~ mad~ ar~:ingement!i with the otn~, 
juc!e<' to hnndlo an\' covrt proceedi15s invol\:lnrt~her.1. 

'• 

SecondlV, vou h,;\'I'! ;i o:ie-h~lf o\vn&n,i,ia intf'rP.!it in ··101.d 1crmel' orfi:;e b·.fhilnc, -:-he 
r.r~ht>r one-h;ill interest I; OV,'hE!d b·>'· rm~ ot the ott'&r three r.1emb1:ri or ·,r,;ur firm, 'Yoi, wi1nt tc 
k•1<,;•N if yuu car, either ..::nter ih~n ~ h:i:i~e afw:i(·t~l~ui. ·Ni:h ~·our former pa1:11E!rs or S•ill •;our 
m•,m:r:,hi11 intP.rP.st to their. c11d C'A·u:.:--fi,i11re the p:Jrch&~E! p·c:., o,,.,r ;i 10 to 1~ 'f~l.' per!:\~ 
cl c1 ri:!.isur::-tbh, ::-1~e. Your :Orn•,:ir law i,::.,rl n..rs .:il~o h;p,:!n ~ob~ y•,ur first :.cL.sbs, (!:'Id •;01., 
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oom;ider them to be mota like s:b ings. TI1e firn was. s~arted b-y yo Pr &randf.llb~r, wh: wcs als::> 
the :,ri~ina owner of ltu; ofi,e buiio·ng. ti.•lmeovc·r, •1our d~uihtP.r i!i i:rosG!'lt.y in lz.w sc-hoo 
:tnd plans to joln the flrru upnn gradu,1tiort Yo• .. ha\·c ~lm;:idy decided to ?~l'!'t1;lmmtl',' drsqu;ilih; 
)•Ou•stM from h;indling anv of the ii.'"m's 1:ases because of yo1.-r dose relc~iot1i;hip with your 
eeusins. 

To ;iddress the q1.1estions ,•.•hich vni.: ha,•~ raise~, r:,f:! Co11mi~sion has rf!viewed Carmns 
40('-) .and 40(41 :::l thu Code of l.!dicial C"nduci; whi:h pro,•ldl:!: 

(2: A J.1~gi may, sJbjec.t to the n:~uirements of this Code, hold and rr anage 
invcstm<mts c,f the judge Jnd rrn~moers ::>f th~ ju1J@~·s famil\', lr.cludini; re.JI 
estate, and cnga§.o in other remur.~r:.lli\•~ ;ictivi:'{, 

,:~:• Ajud![:o shall r.-ie.r.ar,e the Judt::?'s inv~stments and '=l11tirfi:iam:~JI i:it~re~~s to 
minimize the nt..:mlJl:!r nf c:ases in whlch l •1.i ;udae is di~qt.:allfled. r\s soon as the 
}L.d~fl c:;in do :;o wlt:t-".il s~rioas 1in~ncl.'II detriment, the j.Jt.lgf'! ~hall dlv~st 
h·mself .:Jr he~elf of inve~tn'll:nt,; Ard other tin.:it1c:h1I in"tffests t"lat mlpJ,L rE"q',lire 
frequent d. ~-..Lmlific:;ition. 

B;is.ed upor th.a ru1eguing, the Co~mlS$iQn is of the opiruu, that y..::u may continue wilt· 
voLJ1 ;i.5% 1nembershi;:, intcre:st •ri the real C3-tat:: i.:om;,aO'',' un!il you h;,,•1~ ~nld the prop•Hty ir. 
4•JC!~lior. H:,,,·.,t!ver, if the coir.pJ11•1 d.-c:i:iP.s at any tl1ll:! l.:: ?.x;1and then vou sho-.,Sd irr -nr.dl;ite!'r' 
chrest \'Ol: ;selr of yuur ~h,.rc of the· bush!:!i.!.. ThP. C:>mmlssh)n also believe!. th.:il yoy ,na'y· ~i~hw 
le.:ise or sc'I and owner-nm~nce ','D,ff shr.rP. <"If yo;.ir fonr~r orfic:~ bfl~in& to y:u( fi·sr cousins 
since •1ou are pc,m.::nc:nl;~, di-;qualified fr=>nl pm,;idi11s over a1w of th~ fim,'s c.is.cs LI\• \•ir:uc of 
y:;ur dcse hini.ial relatlonshlp \1/ith the men·b~(S "r tb~ frm, 

IL i~ •·.orP.c! th3t th:s opJnlo11 ful '{ zddrcs!.C!:• th~ inuts which \·"u hr.·~ r(lised. :r th?.rc ls 
an·1 further que.:.ti:>11 rega~dint lhi~ m(ltter do 'lOL h!:!:<>il :.ttt! ~o cont;ict the Curnmi,;.:;ion. 

RPN/t<lt 

fl.01ald L 'J,,'il.,;on, Ch;:iiri;ersc1· 
Judici.il ln•:.2s,IP,1>tion Conu~f !:siu:i 


