
 

 

 

 

 

                                           Re:  JIC Advisory Opinion 2011-08 

 

JUDICIAL INVESTIGATION COMMISSION 
City Center East - Suite 1200 A 

4700 MacCorkle Ave. , SE 
Charleston, West Virginia 25304 

{304) 558-0169 • FAX (304) 558-0831 

i\pri l 26, 20 I I 

ln a r-:.;-,:nl Id ler to rile Judicial Investigation Commi:;sion yot: a;,kt:cl for ;in advisory 
o,1i nion. You liad atta,hed Iv your letter a copy of fl do1rnt io11 reque., t and two atrachmenK The 
,kmatio11 r:::quc,t was from the County Democrn '. ic Exccu tiw Com111 i1Ice ask ing ii' you would 
bec.nme 2. recuning moathly donor in the es1ahlish:1:ent and maintenance of a ycur-round 
Democral ;c I leadquaners. They irn:hu led a sla1 ernenl o f (he position taken by tl1e Democratic 
Or:_'.ani;r;nion and a Conn to contribute to the County Democ.:ralic J::.11.cculi vc Committee. 

To a<lnress tl1e. question which you hnvc rnis,:d, the Cor111nission reviewed Canon 5 of'llie 
Code of Jud ie ial Conduc t. Canon 5 states in re levant part: 

Canon 5. - /\ j uclge orj u<licial candidat::! slia!I rel'n1in from i 11<11,J[Jl'OJ)riatc po 1 it icd 
acriviry. 

C. Judges and candidurcs rnhjecl 10 ptt':->lic election. - (I) A judge or a candidate 
,r.1bjccl LO public election may, t x,ept as prohibited by law: 

(a} many time 

(iii J ,:0111 rill'.t le to a pol't ical organizativn . . . 



 

 
The Honorable 
April 26,201 l 
l'agr:: Two 

A ' 'political orga11izatio11" is defined as "a political party or other group, the princip,LI 
purpose of which is lo furl her ihc clcc:Lion or appoimrnenl or candidates to pnliLical o frice." 

Af,er a review of your corrcsponclcucc, it appears that you arc permitted to contribute to 
the pol it ical urg,111i1/,nlion ui:cler the language comained in Canon 5C( l)(a)(iii). 

It is l1oped Ll ,at this opinion fu lly addresses the qiiescion which you have raised. If you 
h,,_ve any fur!her qut:stion rc?,ardi ng th is 111.:ittcr do not hesitate to contact the Comrniss io11. 

REW nb 

Very truly yours, 

Ronald E. Wil"on, Chairperson 
Judicial Investigation Corr1missio11 


