
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                         Re:  JIC Advisory Opinion 2011-03 

 

 

 

 

 

De11r Judge 

JUDICIAL INVESTIGATION COMMISSION 
City Center East - Suite 1200 A 

4700 MacCorkle Ave., SE 
Charleston, West Virginia 25304 

(304} 558-0169 • FAX (304) 558-0837 

March 2 1, 201 1 

In a recent letler lo (he Judic ial Tnvesligalion Commission you asked for an advisory 
opinion. You sl<!ted Lh nt your wi Ii: is lhe CEO and Presidenl. of Hospice of and a 
member of a toe.a l bank's board of directors, and has been for manv vears. Sbc was rccenl.lv , , ' 
i\,ked to become a oifa:er vf the County fkmo,rnlic Women's Club. Before acccp(ing 
lhe po~itic.rn yo11 walllcrl Lo know if there w,1s any proh ibi tion or rea,on why yo-.ir wiJe could not 
serve i11 that capacity. You also ,,sked if ~be would ;wve to res ign from the bank board position. 

;\s yo\1 kr.ow, juq~cs arc nor permitted to serve on ba:1k boards or LO be offa:e,s in 
poli tical organizations. Judges arc also proh ibited from e.11gnging in any 1'1111d-rnising for any 
organization. Tile Commiss ion lias reviewed tile fit, t part of your advisory opinion request and 
it is their opinion rhat because of the fund-rais ing activities involved as rhc CEO and President of 
Hospice:: of ir would be heller i ryour wire din 110L serve in that <.:apm:i1.y. lt would 
also be hcHcr il' ,hc \Vere not to become an officer in the County Dcn,ocratic Women's 
Club. She would nor need to resign from her position as a member of a bank board, however, 
you sh.:>\1ld keep in mind that you would he rccusc<l in all cases involving th~t l)~nk. Wl,ethc;r 
I his would cause di fficu lLy is something you could as;;c;;s when rcvicwi11g your dockt:t and the 
rn.unbcr of cases involving that bank in couri. 

You also stated that you are currently tl1e executor of an estate and bope to wrap that up 
in tbe next couple of months. You asker! whd her i.l-.t!re was any problem in that situation. The 
Commission feels tl, at ir would be okiy for you to wrnp up yo\l r work ns lhc cx.ccul(.,r since that 
can be done quickly. 
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You also sta le: Lhat you own 25% of the office building 1.ha l i, occupied by your f<irmer 
law firm. Rcacli:ig Lile variotL<; i::lhics opi11icns, it appears that you ncecl lo ~dl your interest. You 
asked whether !bat woti ld be accc1, table over a period ofti111e. Yo11 stak~-the arnounl of111011cy 
owed lo yon by lhe linn for ye.Hu share will be dollars and based on 
your type of corporation yo Lt would m:ed to have the liqu idity tc, pay tb ,t ,11nounl out right aud 
they would have to borrow, which you prel·~r to ,ivn id ifthr,y arc allowed to be paid over time. 
Since 110 one in the iirrn will be appearing in front of you as judge, iL i~ the opinion of the 
Cortnnission LhaL Lhe iinn could pay you over a period of 5-ycars to give you the share you arc 
o,vcd. 

You also stale that the lim, will owe you money earned in 20 IO and in Lhe early part of 
20 I 1 prior to yo-,11· swearing in. You askt:cl over wh,,t period of time that may be paicl ,u1d state 
that it ,nay not be calculaled until early 2012. The Commission again iecls 1haL these fees and 
amounts owed to you can be pair! over a 5-year period. 

It is hoped (h;i l. th is opinion ll1lly addresses the questions which you have n,.ised. Jftilcrc 
i., any furlltc.r quest.inn regarding 1.he.,e matters , do not hesitate to co11t2.ct 1he Commission. 

REW:nb 

Very truly yours, 

Ronald E. Wilson, Chairperson 
Judicial lnvcst igatinn Comrni~sion 


