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Dear Mr. 

JUDICIAL INVESTIGATION COMMISSION 
Post Office Box 1629 

Cllarleston, West Vi rginia 25326-1629 
(304) 558-0169 • FAX. (304) 5!:8-0831 

.January 4, 20 11 

111 a rcce·,1 lt:Her !:.> the Jud:ciat lnvestigatio11 Commi,,ion you asked for an advirnry 
opinior. Yo11 sta ted tbat Ille parties lo a divorce action in Coun!y have asked you 1.0 
s<:rv<:: as mec.l i,nor in their contested cuscody case. Yo11 have been serving as a 1.ernpL1rary fami ly - . 
court j udge lhrnughon( vario11s cotallies i n this state, i ncluding Coun ty . You are aware 
tlnll you are probibited from practicing lav.., ,md serving as a temporary rarnily wun Judge in the 
S:•1rne c(1t111ly. You wrote to inquire whether you are permitted to serve as a tcmpon,ry fam ily 
county j udge i11 a gi vcn cu11nty ,111d atso serve as a rncd iator ('n a case in which you are not 
nH1erwise a~soc iared) in the same -:ounty if rcqu1csted by the panics. 

After reviewing your ,:,,rr~spo:id~nce and the Code oJ' .lud ic ial Conduct , it is lhc opinion 
of cbc Co111111iss ion tha'. y ot1 should not serve as a mediator i11 a county i1> whic:l, you also sit as a 
temporary fornily -:our1. j 11d1:,e. The possibi lity remains lh;il auy ac tion you take, or s tatements 
you make as a med iator, may be at le,1,t perceived to di reel how you do or could prnccecl when 
serving in your jud icial capacity. Tlw oppertunity for S\lCu mis-percept ion cxi,ts and could 
cloud the perception or your activ it ies as a j udic ial oifa:er i n that county. 

It is hoped that th s opinion i'ully addresses the question which you have rni:,cd. H' thcrc 
is any further qucsi io11 regarding thi, matte:· do not hesitate le, contact the Commission. 

RE'>'i :nb 

Very tn.1 lv votirs, 

~4~-.... 
Romild Ji. W ilson, Chairperson 
Jud ic ial lnvest igation Co.nmi., sion 


