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In a Jetter to the Judi cial In vestigation Commiss ion yo u asked fo r an advi so ry 
opi ni on. You stated that you are a member ofa West Virgi nia limited liabil ity company 
hold ing an equal interest with two other members. The other members are not at torneys. 
The purpose of thi s LLC is to own and manage res idential and commercial rea l estale. 
None or yo ur tenants are attorneys. You plan lu ru n forj uclge in :2008 and \\ ·a11 t to be 
ce!'lain tha t retaining yo ur interest in thi s LLC as a candidate and, if successful , as a judge 
is accep tabl e. 

To address the inqui ry whi ch you have made, the Comm iss ion has rev iewed 
Canon 4 of the Cocle of Ju dici al Conduct. Thi s Canon states in relevant part: 

C1no11 4. A jucl ge shall so con cluct th e j udge's ex tra-judi cial acti vit ies as lo 
mini rn ize I he ri ·k o 1· con fl ic1 w i lh j ud ic ia I ob I ig~1 ti ons. 

D. Financia l <1cti vit ies. 

(3) A judge shall not serve as an oflicer, directm, man ager, genera l partner, 
advi ser or empl oyee of' an y business entity except that a judge may . subjl.'.ct to 
the requirern enls of thi s Code, rn anage and part icipate in: 

(a) ,1 business close ly held by the j ucl ge or 1m:mbers or the _j uclge· s 1:1 mi ly. 
or 

(b) a busi ness enti ty primari ly engaged in in vestment of the i'im111c ial 
resources ofthe juclge or ll7Cll7bers oflhejuclge ' s famil y. 
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Based upon thi: language contained in the 1·e len1n t se 1i o11 of Canon 4, it is the 
op inion of the Co rnrni ssio n that wh il e yo u cou ld main tai n yo ur interest in the LLC while 

1ou are a ca ndi da te for judicial o lTic c: it wo uld 11 01 be appropriate or proper fo1· you to 
ma intain that interes t if yo u are success ful in the ca mpaign and become a judge . 

It is hoped that this opinion full y add re ·ses the question which yo u have rai sed . Jf 
there is any further quest ion regarding th is mat ter do not hes itate to contact the 
Co mmi ss ion. 

Fr 1a11verso 11 
Judicial In vestigation Commissio n 
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