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Starcher, J., concurring: OF WEST VIRGINIA OF WEST VIRGINIA

Dondd L. Rittsdid not smply walk out on hislaw practiceleaving hisclientsto swingin
thewind. Dondd Ritts, arespong blemember of theWest VirginiaState Bar snce 1970, washospitdized
in 1998, but fought back, fully intending to resumehislaw practice. And hetried hard to do so, only to
land back inthehospita in April 1999 for quintuplebypassheart surgery. Additiondly, Mr. Rittshasother
complicated medical problems.

Tovoteto sugpend Dondd Aitts right to practicelaw -- something he greetly treasured
and usad to serve hiscommunity and our greater community -- waspainful for me. Therefore, | cannot
let the positive deeds and efforts of Donald L. Pitts go unnoticed, unreported.

Dondd Rttsisandtive of Wheding, but it wasin Beckley that he practiced law. No doubt
he was drawn to his salected community because of the relationship he forged with one of hisNorth
CardlinaCentrd Universty School of Law professors -- the well-known, |ate Beckley lawyer, Brown
Hugo Payne.

In Beckley, Donald Pitts was aleader who frequently served his community to the
detriment of hislaw practice -- he was not very good at refusing requests for service.

Don was an active member of hisloca chapter of the Nationa Association for the

Advancement of Colored People, serving for many yearsasits presdent, and being particularly noted for



thelegd sarviceshe provided the organization (and the many individua s seeking legd servicesthrough the
NAACP), including the litigation of several very important civil rights cases.

Dondd Rittswaswel-known for his outstanding ability asapublic orator. Of particular
note and import, Donwasregularly caled upon to ddiver hisrendition of Martin Luther King, .’ sfamous
“I Have ADream” speech during Black History Month and on other occasions. Hundreds and more
likely thousands of schoal children and adults, upon hearing Don Fitts Spesk, never failed to comment on
the great similarity in the tone and resonance of the voices of these two great men.

Dondd Rittshasbeenasarvant to hisGod. Hewasactivein church, serving asbishopon
more than one occasion.

Andin 1978, itwasDondd Aitts, dong with other satelawyer luminariesHugo Payne,
Beckley; Herbert Henderson, Huntington; Charles Price, Charleson; and Franklin Cleckley, Morgantown,
who breathed new life into the Mountain State Bar Association, an organization that is now an
acknowledged leader in providing educationa opportunitiesfor minoritiesand high-quality continuing legd
education for our entire bar.

Thesearebut afew of Don’ saccomplishments. Wewish himwell, Godspeed, and the
best health possible.

Sadly, | concur with the action of the Court.



