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STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA 

 At a Regular Term of the Supreme Court of Appeals, continued and held at Charleston, 

Kanawha County, on September 25, 2017, the following order was made and entered: 

 

Charles Patrick Heaster, individually and as 

Representative of the 100 Qualified Petitioners, 

Petitioners 

 

vs.)  No. 17-0558 

 

Gregory L. Robinson, 

Respondent  

 

 

RULE TO SHOW CAUSE 
 

On the 25th day of September, 2017, came the Court, on its own motion, and proceeded to 

review, consider, and resolve the issues being created by the failure of the official court reporter in 

the Fourteenth Judicial Circuit to timely produce transcripts as ordered.  Official court reporter, 

Lauren Belisle, hereinafter “Belisle”, has repeatedly failed to timely produce transcripts as 

ordered in appeals before this Court, causing delay in the Court’s review and consideration of the 

appeals. Despite the imposition of sanctions administratively, Belisle continues to fail to timely 

produce transcripts. In addition to her failure to timely produce appellate transcripts, Belisle has 

failed to submit the required monthly reports. No such monthly report has been filed for August 

2017. The Court is therefore considering extraordinary measures for sanctioning Belisle. 

On June 29, 2017, a scheduling order was entered in this appeal. The deadline for 

preparation, certification, and filing of the transcript from the May 18, 2017, hearing was August 

14, 2017.  Counsel for the petitioner certified in the Notice of Appeal that a deposit of five-hundred 

dollars ($500.00) was paid to the official court reporter as a deposit for preparation of the 

transcript. As of this date, the transcripts have not been filed and no certification of filing has been 

received. No request for extension of time for filing the transcripts has been received. 

The Supreme Court of Appeals has general supervisory control over all circuit courts, and 

has adopted a statewide judicial personnel system. This judicial personnel system includes court 
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reporters who are appointed or selected by the circuit courts. These court reporters are officers of 

the court. Burger v. Burger, 176 W.Va. 416, 419, 345 S.E.2d 18, 21 (1986).  

Court reporting is the process utilized by the circuit courts of this state to produce the 

written record of court proceedings. As such, court reporting is a vital part of the appellate review 

process in our judicial system. 

 By order, the Court establishes the deadline for the certification and filing of appellate 

transcripts by the official court reporters. The timely preparation of transcripts is crucial to the 

ability of the Court to consider cases on appeal. Belisle has repeatedly failed to timely produce 

transcripts as ordered in appeals before this Court, causing delay in the Court’s review and 

consideration of appeals. Given her continued refusal to comply with the deadlines of Court orders, 

the Court is of the opinion that extraordinary sanctions are appropriate. It is therefore ordered that 

a rule to show cause should be awarded herein.  It is therefore considered and ORDERED that a 

rule does issue directed against official court reporter, Lauren Belisle, commanding and directing 

her to show cause, if any she can, as to why her employment as an official court reporter should 

not be terminated. This rule to show cause is returnable before this Court at its courtroom in the 

City of Charleston, County of Kanawha, at ten o’clock, a.m., on Tuesday, October 17, 2017, unless 

sooner mooted.   

The action may be mooted by the official court reporter, Lauren Belisle, preparing, certifying and 

filing the transcripts as previously ordered by this Court, as set forth above herein, on or before 

October 13, 2017. 

 It is further ORDERED, pursuant to the administrative provisions of this Court, that when 

Belisle does not certify and file a transcript in a timely manner, she shall deduct from her 

transcription fees the required percentage amount.  

Service of a copy of this order upon the official court reporter, Lauren Belisle, shall have 

the same effect as the service of a formal writ.  

  

 A True Copy 

 
      Attest: //s// Rory L. Perry II 
       Clerk of Court    


