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Chief Justice Loughry talks about judicial system with Tucker County 

students 
For immediate release 

 
 

PARSONS, W.Va. -- Supreme Court Chief Justice Allen H. Loughry II went back 

to his alma mater to speak to students about the Supreme Court on Monday, April 3.  

 About 300 Tucker County High School students welcomed Chief Justice 

Loughry, who graduated from the school in 1988. He was at the school ahead of the 

LAWS docket on April 4, 2017, at the Tucker County Courthouse. 

 “I think the presentation today was very helpful to show the student body that 

even coming from such a small school you can actually do anything you set your mind to 

if you really want to,” said Elizabeth Nichols, a Tucker County High School senior and 

the class president.  “He is a great example that coming from a small school like Tucker 

County is not going to hold me back. I know I can do anything if I really want to.” 

 Chief Justice Loughry wanted the students to know they could do anything they 

set their minds to. He spoke about the judicial branch of government, what it was like to 

be a justice, and the types of cases the court hears each term. He answered many student 

questions. 

 “It was such an honor to return to my home county and to my alma mater as the 

Chief Justice of the West Virginia Supreme Court,” said Chief Justice Loughry. “I was 

thoroughly impressed with the interest and enthusiasm of the students.” 

Chief Justice Loughry was born August 9, 1970, in Elkins. He was raised in 

Parsons and is the first West Virginia Supreme Court Justice from Tucker County.  

 “In Tucker County, you basically know everyone,” Chief Justice Loughry said. “I 

was fortunate to get to know so many people from the community throughout the years 

while growing up and working in my father’s store, The Parsons News & Novelty, and 

also in writing for the local newspaper, The Parsons Advocate. I am better for all of those 

experiences.” 

 In 2014, Chief Justice Loughry was the recipient of the coveted Tuckineer Award, 

given to individuals for their civic commitment and service to Tucker County. He also 

strongly believes in giving back to the community and encouraging students to take an 

interest in the court system. 
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“For many, the judicial branch is the least understood branch of government,” 

Chief Justice Loughry said. “I want students to know it’s important to their lives in ways 

they may not even consider.” 

Senior Ethan Crosden, said it was great to see someone from Tucker County come 

back and speak to the students and show them if you try you can go far in life. 

“This definitely makes me think I can go a lot further. Most people don’t plan on 

being the state Supreme Court Chief Justice. You don’t set your goals that high but you 

can. You can definitely do whatever you want,” Crosden said. 

 One thing Chief Justice Loughry has always stressed is the importance of 

encouraging young people and sending the message that “they do matter, they do count, 

and they can achieve anything they set their minds to if they work hard and play by the 

rules.” 
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