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For immediate release Monday, March 22, 2010

CHARLESTON, W.Va. — West Virginia’s last regionadicial leadership
roundtable focusing on child abuse and neglectyanth services will be held March 25-
26 at the Charleston Marriott. More than a dozecudi court judges are to attend.

The roundtables are sponsored by a U.S. Administréor Children and Families
Court Improvement Program training grant. The nmggstigive circuit judges an
opportunity to discuss among their peers best jgescfor achieving permanency, safety,
and well-being for children involved in child abuemed neglect and youth services cases.

Judge Gary L. Johnson of the Twenty-Eighth JudiCiatuit in Nicholas County is
chairman of the West Virginia Court Improvementd?eon Oversight Board. He and
Senior Status Judge Robert B. Stone are co-chaiofnie training committee that
planned the roundtables.

Judge Johnson and Supreme Court Justice Thomasdlohill speak at this
roundtable, at 6:30 p.m. on Thursday, March 25.

Five regional roundtables were scheduled in Marah/April 2009. A retired judge
associated with the National Child Welfare Reso@eater on Legal and Judicial Issues
has helped conduct the training at each locatibis foundtable is for any judge who
was not able to attend one last year, so judges fnound the state and senior status
judges and Supreme Court Justices may attend.

West Virginia underwent a Child and Family Sergié&eview by the U.S.
Administration for Children and Families ChildreBsireau in 2008. Preliminary
findings of the review have been discussed at emahdtable. Best practices identified at
the roundtables will assist in future training ofiges, attorneys, social workers, and
others involved in the child abuse and neglectyandh services court processes.

The roundtables are closed to the press and tHe palloster a more open
discussion among judges. Participating judges neagMailable at the conclusion for
comment. For more information about the judicialndtables or child abuse and neglect
and youth services, contact Nikki Tennis at (3(8-5145.
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