Glossary

HABEAS CORPUS - Petition
for relief from unconstitutional
confinement, used mainly by
inmates

MANDAMUS - Petition for a
superior court to require a public
body, inferior court, or public
official to perform a required duty

PROHIBITION - Petition for

a superior court to halt the
performance of a particular act by
an inferior court, state agency, or
public official

CERTIORARI - Petition to remove
a case from a lower court to a
higher court
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Jurisdiction:

Original jurisdiction in proceedings of habeas corpus, mandamus, prohibition and
certiorari. Appellate jurisdiction in civil cases at law over $300 or in equity, in cases
involving constitutionality of a law, in felony and misdemeanor matters appealed from
circuit court. Appeals of divorce and other domestic relations decisions in family
court if both parties agree not to appeal first to circuit court. The Supreme Court
also receives workers’ compensation appeals directly from the state administrative
agency and receives other state administrative appeals from the circuit court.
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Limited Jurisdiction
Jurisdiction:

Civil cases at law of $300 or more in
equity. Felonies and misdemeanors.
Juvenile matters. Appeals de novo or

on the record from magistrate court and
municipal court. Appeals from state
administrative agencies, excluding workers’
compensation. Appeals from family court
decisions. Child abuse and neglect.

Jurisdiction:
Divorce, annulment,
separate maintenance,
family support, paternity,
child custody, visitation.
Final protective orders in
domestic violence appeals
from magistrate court.
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Trial Court Of Limited Jurisdiction

Jurisdiction:

Civil actions of $5,000 or less. Felony preliminary
hearings. Misdemeanors. Landlord-tenant matters.
Traffic violations. Emergency protective orders in
domestic violence cases.

MUNICIPAL COURT

Municipal Court
Trial Court Of Limited Jurisdiction

Jurisdiction:
Ordinance and traffic violations. Municipal courts are organized and operated at the local level.




