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Friendly Reminders

• Calendar the due date for the report
• Use sub-headings to organize your discussion
• Start well before the due date

• Set deadlines for each section
• Reverse checklist

• If possible, write some sections during the course of the case



Timely Submission

• Supports the circuit court ruling
• Provides adult respondent’s counsel with the opportunity to discuss 

recommendations with client
• Provides the DHHR/Prosecutor with opportunity to consider 

recommendations 



When all else fails, read the directions



GAL Report:  Appendix B

• Forms for report in both Word and pdf
• Directions for completion 

• http://www.courtswv.gov/legal-community/court-rules/child-abuse/child-
abuse-contents.html

• Report templates from Fayette County, Kentucky, and Minnesota



FAYETTE COUNTY KENTUCKY  
GUARDIAN AD LITEM PROTOCOL FORM                                           
       _____________________  
                                                                                                DATE 
  
This form should be completed before the Disposition; and should be updated before 
each review; it is suggested that any updates be designated with bold type or italicized. 
  
  
_________      Have reviewed GAL standards and best practices Guidelines developed by 
the American Bar Association, the NCJFCJ Resource Guidelines, and the Kentucky Best 
Practice Model for DNA Cases. 
  
_________      Appointment Dated __________________ 
  
_________      Appointment Received (date:________________) 
  
_________      DNA-10 received 
  
_________      DCBS face sheet received 
  
_________      Family Team Meeting (date:________________) 
  
_________      Attended Family Team Meeting (within 5 days of removal if child is in 
Cabinet custody; within 10 days of removal if child is in relative custody: 
  
GAL comments from Family Team Meeting: 
  
  
  
  
_________      Interviewed child (or saw child at home)  
  
GAL comments from interview or observation of child; this should include: 
  
Details from home visit: 
  
            Are there any language barriers? Are there any concerns about immigration 
status? How are these being addressed? 
  
            How many adults and children  live in the home? 
  
            Siblings?  Ages? 
  
            If there are siblings, are they in the same foster home? 
  



State of Minnesota   District Court
      County  Judicial District:       
  Court File Number:       
  Case Type: Juvenile 

 
In the Matter of the Welfare of the Children of: 
      

      Parent          Legal Custodian
      

      Parent          Legal Custodian

 
Guardian Ad Litem 

Juvenile Court Report 

 
Date of Report:        
Date of Hearing:       
Type of Hearing:       
 
GUARDIAN AD LITEM APPOINTMENT 
On      , the Court issued an order requesting the guardian ad litem program to recommend a 
guardian ad litem to advocate for the best interests of the child(ren) named below.  On      , the 
undersigned individual was appointed as the guardian ad litem for the child(ren). 
 
IDENTIFYING INFORMATION 
Mother:       
Father:       
Father:       
Legal Custodian:         
Child(ren):  

Child’s Name DOB Age 
(at time of  

report) 

Father’s Last Name 

                        
                        
                        
                        
                        
                        
                        
 
 
OUT-OF-HOME PLACEMENT INFORMATION 
The child is in court-ordered out-of-home placement:         YES         NO 
If YES, total number of days child has been in court-ordered out-of-home placement:        
If YES, date by which permanent placement determination hearing must be commenced:        
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Confidentiality

• GAL may seal or redact information included in the report
• Trial Court Rule 10.03



General Information:
The Players in a Child’s Life

• Identify siblings, half-siblings
• Describe the nature of the sibling relationship

• Identify relatives, step-parents, parent’s significant other
• Subject to confidentiality concerns, identify foster parents

• Descriptors, as opposed to names, may be best
• Sibling relationship within a foster home



Procedural History:
More Than a List of Hearings

• Any prior voluntary relinquishments
• Any prior involuntary terminations
• Circumstances that led to the filing of the petition
• Attendance of parents at hearings
• Note waivers or stipulations
• Explain any procedural quirks
• Length of time child has been in foster care



GAL’s Contact with Child

• Note who was present
• Duration
• In-home visits 

• Consider the child’s interactions with his/her parents
• Consider the child’s interactions with his/her foster parents



Information Obtained from 
Interviews/Observations

• Emphasize objective facts
• Avoid personal opinions
• Only use a diagnosis when there’s a professional diagnosis
• Parties’ respective living environments
• Child’s behavior
• Child’s interactions with parents, sibling, relatives, or peers



Objective and Factual

“ The house was dirty and smelled bad.  It is not a suitable environment 
for children.”
vs.
“The house smelled of rotting food and urine.  In the kitchen, feces lay 
on the floor near a pan of cat litter.”

--CASA Lake County, “Writing Your Court Report,” Slide 18



Child’s Current Status

• Discuss each child individually
• Child’s current placement

• Does this placement meet the child’s needs?
• Permanency plan

• Status of parental visitation
• Education

• Grade level 
• Current grades 
• Strengths/challenges in school
• Special needs



Child’s Current Status, cont.

• Medical needs, if any
• Services that would benefit the child

• Counseling
• Tutoring

• Contact with siblings or relatives
• Strengths of the child



Evidentiary Considerations

• Consider the rebuttable presumption of Rule 8(a), RPCANP when 
quoting a child

• Consider whether evidence would be admissible



Parents’ Current Situation

• Discuss each parent individually
• Parents’ medical, emotional, or psychological matters   
• Parents’ compliance with court orders
• Parents’ criminal history

• Provide relevant information such as type of crime, length of any 
incarceration, revocations of any alternative sentencing

• Parents’ living arrangements 
• How is the home financially sustained?
• Adequate food?
• Concerns about other persons in the home?



Recommendations
• Citations to W. Va. Code § 49-4-604 or -605 and/or relevant cases

• Habitual addiction that impairs parenting
• Failure to cooperate with or to develop a reasonable family case plan
• Abandonment
• Injury to the child
• Sexual abuse of the child

• Do your recommendations promote safety, permanency, and well-
being for the  children?

• Are your recommendations in the best interest of the children?





Bibliography

• Casa Lake County, “Writing Your Court Report,” CASA Volunteer Training
• casalake.com (accessed January 24, 2019)

• M.J. Goodwin, “How to Write Guardian Ad Litem Reports/15 
Recommendations (or Suggestions)”

• mjgoodwin.com/writing-guardian-ad-litem-reports-in-sc-targetaudience-attorneys-
and-guaridans-ad-litem (accessed January 10, 2019)

• Dana E. Prescott, “Gaurdian Ad Litem Report Writing for the Courts,” 2015 
GAL Core Training

• mainecourtimprovement.org (accessed January 24, 2019)
• Mary Lay Schuster and Amy D. Propen, “The Role of the Guardian Ad Litem:  

A Look at Hennepin County Child Protection Cases”
• watchmn.org (accessed January 9, 2019) 


