here are 158 magistrates in

West Virginia. There are at

least two magistrates in every
county, and ten in the largest county,
Kanawha County. Magistrates issue
arrest and search warrants, hear
misdemeanor cases, conduct prelim-
inary examinations in felony cases,
and hear civil cases with $5,000 or
less in dispute. Magistrates also
issue emergency protective orders in
cases involving domestic violence.
Circuit courts hear appeals of magis-
trate court cases.

Magistrates run for four-year
terms in partisan elections. The
West Virginia Constitution prohibits
requiring magistrates to be lawyers.

Circuit judges appoint magis-
trates to fill vacancies. An appointee
who wishes to remain in office must
run in the next election.

A county-by-county list of
magistrates in West Virginia, along
with their office telephone numbers
and fax numbers, is available on the
Supreme Court website at www.state.
wv.us/wvsca/maginfo.htm.

That website page also has a
list of blank magistrate court forms

Magistrate Courts

2009 Magistrate Court Caseload
Statewide

Civil 45,404

Special Proceedings
45,684

Other Misdemeanor
77,688

Worthless Check
23,521

DNR 4,717

Motor Vehicle 129,872

that can be downloaded and printed
for the public’s use, rules governing
media coverage of magistrate court
proceedings, a copy of the West
Virginia Benchbook for Domestic
Violence Proceedings, and a
domestic violence brochure, among
other information.

Former Chief Kanawha County
Magistrate Janie Moore became
Director of Magistrate Court

Services in March. During her
twenty-five years as a magistrate,
she achieved state-wide prominence,
especially in her pioneering work
with videoconferencing. “The
Court wanted a former magistrate
in this position. I can easily discuss
procedures with magistrates
because I have been where they are,”
she said.
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Magistrate Court Case Filings
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2009 Magistrate Court Case Filings
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2009 Magistrate Court Special Proceedings
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