ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER

SUPREME COURT OF APPEALS OF WEST VIRGINIA

IN RE: COURT'S MOTION TO REFER CIVIL ACTIONS REGARDING
MOUNTAIN STATE UNIVERSITY, INC. TO THE MASS LITIGATION
PANEL

Pursuant to Rule 26.06(c)(1) of the West Virginia Trial Court Rules, the Chief
Justice has received a copy of the “Court's Motion to Refer Civil Actions Regarding
Mountain State University, Inc. to the Mass Litigation Panel’ and the “Court’s
Supplemental Motion to Refer Civil Actions Regarding Mountain State University, Inc.
to the Mass Litigation Panel,” which were filed by the Honorable John A. Hutchison,
Chief Judge of the Tenth Judicial Circuit, in Jessica Bostic, Plaintiff v. Mountain State
University, Inc., a West Virginia Corporation, Defendant, Raleigh County Civil Action
Number 12-C-85. Attached to the Motion to Refer is a chart identified as Exhibit A that
lists 247 civil actions filed in the circuit courts of the State of West Virginia against
Mountain State University, Inc. Attached to the Supplemental Motion to Refer is a
chart identified as Exhibit A that lists 12 additional such civil actions. The Chief Justice
has also received a copy of all Reply Memoranda relating to the Motion to Refer and
Supplemental Motion to Refer.

The Motion to Refer and the Supplemental Motion to Refer appear to be in
substantial compliance with Rule 26.06 of the West Virginia Trial Court Rules. The
time for parties and affected judges to file a reply memorandum has expired.

Upon review of the Motion to Refer, the Supplemental Motion to Refer, and all
Reply Memoranda, the Chief Justice has determined that these Motions should be
granted.

THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED, that the Motion to Refer and the Supplemental
Motion to Refer are granted. This Court refers to the Mass Litigation Panel all currently
pending civil actions identified in Exhibit A to the “Court's Motion to Refer Civil Actions
Regarding Mountain State University, Inc.,” filed on September 27, 2012, and all
currently pending civil actions identified in Exhibit A to the “Court's Supplemental
Motion to Refer Civil Actions Regarding Mountain State University, Inc.,” filed on
October 9, 2012. (See attached Exhibits A.)

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED, that all currently pending civil actions filed in any
circuit court in West Virginia or remanded to any circuit court in West Virginia from
federal court regarding harm caused to Plaintiffs as the result of Mountain State
University’s loss of its general accreditation, special accreditations in its nursing and
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nurse anesthetist programs, and any other educational programs that require
independent accreditation, be referred to the Mass Litigation Panel.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED, that all subsequently filed civil actions regarding
harm caused to Plaintiffs as the result of Mountain State University's loss of its general
accreditation, special accreditations in its nursing and nurse anesthetist programs, and
any other educational programs that require independent accreditation, be referred to
the Mass Litigation Panel.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that, if the Mass Litigation Panel later determines
that any civil action referred to it pursuant to this Order is not sufficiently similar or
related to this Mass Litigation, the Panel may request that the Chief Justice transfer
the civil action from the Panel to the appropriate circuit court.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED, that a copy of this ORDER be transmitted to the
Mass Litigation Panel, the Mass Litigation Manager, the Administrative Director of the
Courts, and the Clerks of the Circuit Courts where the actions are pending, who are to
provide copies of the same to all parties of record or their counsel.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED, that the Clerks of the Circuit Courts where the
actions are pending need take no action to remove or otherwise transfer these matters
until direction is received in writing from a member of the Mass Litigation Panel, and/or
the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of Appeals.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED, that all proceedings be conducted as provided by
law.

ENTERED: DECEMBER 6, 2012

I .

2 Kotel—
MENIS E. KETCHUM
Chief Justice

et

Rory F‘gcnyl II, Clerk

Supreme Court of Appeals
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