
DEFORE THE JUDICIAL INVESTIGATION COMMISSION OF \VEST VIRGINIA 

IN THE MATTER OF: 
MAGISTRATE LEONARD CODISPOTI 
MAGISTRATE FOR LOGAN COUNTY 

COMPLAINT NO. 51-2009 

This mattcr crime before the Judicial Jnvcstigation Commission upon a complaint filed on 

March 24, 2009, setting forth certain ;;l!egations against Magistrale Leonard Codispoti, 

M,1gistratc for Logan County. The complaint alleged that the Magistrate had a 5-year old child 

placed and locked in a holding cell used in the magistrate court. 

Upon receipt of the complaint :i review was conducted pursuant lo the Rules of.Judicial 

Disciplim1ry Procedure. The investigation rcvc,1lcd that the child was brought to the 

magistrate's coun room on February 23, 200~)- P1·ior to the child's arrival the magistrate w:1s 

contacted hy c1 person known to the magistrate who stated th:1\ he was the fathcr of 1hc child. 

The: ;,1;111 inclic;ited that the child had killed lwo c:11s anc! hc. wanted somco11c in the court system 

to lecture the child on Ilic wrong1ulncs~ u:·1:i, conduct. The rn,111 :-1sl:c.rl the. 1m1gistralc to lie slC'rn 

with the ,--. 1,:i,c i11 n1·clcr to stress 1'1:! iJ;s conrluct could 1·c,ul: in ::c:vcrL: consciL:1n·c::, 

the room next to 1hc rl'ccplionisl's ol"liu:. The r,,0111 was reforrcd !O ,1, the "aclult holding cc.II." 



. ... 

since any adults have been held in the room. At no 1ime was the child in the view or of 

presences of any adult inmates or defendants. The child was confined in the room for some 

period of1ime exceeding five minutes. 

The complaint was reviewed by the Judici,1! Jnvestigation Commission at its meeting on 

September 24, 20 I 0, and it was determined that there is probable cause to believe that Magistrate 

Leonard Codispoti, violated Canons 1 and 2A of the Code of Judicial Conduct. These Canons 

slate in relevant part: 

Canon I. J\ judge shall uphold the integrity and independence of the judiciary. 

A .. An independent and honornble judiciary 1s indispensable to justice in our 
society. 1\ judge should participate in establishing, maintaining, and enforcing 
high standards of conduct, and shall personally observe those standards so that the 
integrity and independence of the judiciary will be preserved. The provisions of 
this Code are to be construed ;ind applied to further that objective. 

Canon 2. A judge shall avoid impropriety and the appearance of impropriety in 
all of the judge's activities. 

/-1. A judge shall respect rn1cl comply with the law, shall avoid impropriety ancl 
the appearance of impropriety in :ti! ofthe_judge's activities, and shall act at all 
times in a manner th:1t promotes public conficlcnce in the integrity and 
impartiality ofthejudici~ry. 

It was further dr.lGrminccl that formal di~;c:ipline was not approp1·i::1c under the 

Lcircumstanccs. ThG .luclicial lnvestig<1tio11 Commission clctcrmi11ccl that pursuant to Huie 2.7(c) 

oflhc F.ulc5 or'.Juclicial Discipl1r.;11·_v !'rocedurc, a wri1tc;1 :1dmo11ish111c11l w011lr! lie :'ivn1 lo 

Lco11c11c! Cc,dispoli be and he hcT•c:!Jy is ,1clmonished !or this cunrluct as fully sc:i liir:li i11 the 



.. 

~~~ 
Ronald E. Wilson, Vice-Chairperson 
Judicial Investigation Commission 
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